
 

 

 

PHI 101 August, 2017— Paired Assignment : The God Delusion Debate 

(100 marks) 

 
 

On October 3rd of 2007 in Birmingham, Alabama, Professor Richard Dawkins 

and his Oxford University colleague Dr. John Lennox engaged in a lively 

debate over what is arguably the most critical question of our time: the 

existence of God. The debate centered on Dawkins' views as expressed in his 

best-seller, The God Delusion, and their validity over and against the Christian 

faith. Both presenters agreed to the format and topics of discussion. 

Richard Dawkins FRS is the Charles Simonyi Professor of the Public 

Understanding of Science at the University of Oxford. He is the author of nine 

books: The Selfish Gene, The Extended Phenotype, The Blind Watchmaker, 

River Out of Eden, Climbing Mount Improbable, Unweaving the Rainbow, A 

Devil's Chaplain, The Ancestor's Tale and The God Delusion. He is a Fellow of 

both the Royal Society and the Royal Society of Literature. (Science, against 

God’s existence) 

John Lennox is Reader in Mathematics at the University of Oxford and Fellow 

in Mathematics and Philosophy of Science at Green College, University of 

Oxford. He holds doctorates from Oxford (D.Phil.), Cambridge (Ph.D.), and the 

University of Wales (D.Sc.) and an MA in Bioethics from the University of 

Surrey. Dr. Lennox has weighed in on the science-religion debate with a new 

book, God's Undertaker: Has Science Buried God? (Religion, for God’s 

existence) 

In this class assignment, you will need to find a classmate to complete this 

assignment.  Decide which one of you will focus on Prof. Dawkins and who 

will follow Prof. Lennox. In your assignment you will need to mention who 

chose to listen to which debater, why you chose that particular debater 

(give simple, honest answers) and answer these questions below in one paper. 

(Do NOT submit 2 separate papers!) 

The video of the debate is in the “Videos” folder on Blackboard. Here are 

the assignment sepcifics: 

1) Write down 1strength and 1 weakness, overall, of your debater. (this can be 

either presentation or arguments) Support your arguments with statements from 

the debater and/or evidence from the video, meaning that you must use direct 

quotes from the debate. The video of the debate is posted on Blackboard. (50 

marks) 



 

 

 2) Debate with your classmate regarding who you think won the argument and 

why? (Can be a tie or if neither of you can agree who won, state why you 

couldn’t agree.) (50 marks) 

Question 2 is a combined effort, while Q 1 is a separate effort. There should be 

a clear break when you move from 1 to 2.  
 

If you need to review the debate, it can be found on Blackboard (Videos folder) 

or in the websites below in various versions:  

http://www.fixed-point.org/index.php/video/35-full-length/164-the-dawkins-
lennox-debate 

http://richarddawkins.net/audio/1707-debate-between-richard-dawkins-and-
john-lennox (audio only) 
http://fixed-point.org/media/phocadownload/GDD_discussionguide.pdf/ 

(discussion study guide) 

http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2007/10/scholars_match_wits_over_gods.html 

(rough notes) 
 

Format: 

This is a group project. You will need to break into groups of 2. Due to the odd 

number of students for this class, 1 group may be allowed to have 3 members. 

You must inform me first if you wish to have 3 members for the format.  
 

Students who are repeating this class CANNOT choose the same debater. 

Immediate 0 if you do so. 

Note: Just because you are asked to follow a debater, it does not mean you must 

support his position. You can disagree with it. 

Remember: KISS! Keep It Short & Simple! 

Do not include this page in the hardcopy. Don’t repeat the information above in 

your paper. 

 The assignment should not go over 10 pages in length total; 5-7 pages is 

about sufficient. Please proofread your paper. I WILL deduct marks 

for poor grammar, spelling, sentence structure and not following 

instructions. 
 12 point Times New Roman font. 

 1.5 spaced with 1 inch margins on all sides. 

 Use MLA referencing system for your sources (including websites other 

than the ones listed above) and references (if any besides the textbook).  

You MUST submit the softcopy to the Turnitin by the due date. Save the 

softcopy name in this format: Name Course code Group assignment. (Eg. 

John, Ai Mei Phi 101 Group assignment) 

 Hard copy can be submitted in class.  



 

 

 Failure to do either by the due date will result in your assignment being 

considered LATE and marked at 50%. 

 PLEASE proofread your paper. Marks will be deducted for poor grammar, 

spelling, sentence structure etc, not following instructions. 

 DO NOT consult, review, or refer to previous classmates’ assignments! 

Some have done that and have been charged with plagiarism in this class. Do 

this assignment on your own and with your partner. 
 

Marking scheme 

1.  

 How valid is the strength/ weakness chosen and has arguments 

raised been taken into account when supporting the 

strength/weakness? (15 marks) 

 Is it well supported by strong evidence from the video or from 

counter arguments? (15 marks) 

 Has other reasons for the supposed strength/weakness been taken 

into consideration? (10 marks) 

 Grammar. (10 marks) 

2.  

 Decision clearly stated. (15 marks) 

 Strength and weakness of both debaters weigh carefully. (15 

marks) 

 Existing arguments, counter arguments, raised in debate, text, etc. 

been taken into account when supporting the decision. (10 marks) 

 Grammar. (10 marks) 
 

For both: Clear, easy to read and follow writing. Well written statements that 

have been proofread, typos, grammar mistakes been edited properly. Shows 

good critique of the debater.  
 

On Blackboard, there is a discussion guide on the debate that you can use for 

your reference (“Assignments” folder under “Content”). However, DO NOT 

COPY from that guide. The ideas and comments on your assignment have to 

be your own! Only use that guide to help you structure your argument. Also, 

for those retaking the subject, do not reuse your old work. Turnitin will mark 

that as plagiarism.  
 


